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Compiled  from  authentic  Soviet , 
League  of  Nations ,  International 
Labour  Office  and  other  statistics . 


How  the  Soviet  spends  its  Money. 


NO  “ECONOMY”  CRISIS. 

The  Soviet  budget  estimates  an  expenditure  of  £2,027 
millions  (20,274  million  roubles)  for  1931,  an  increase  of 
£610  millions  over  last  budget. 

Instead  of  the  deficit  common  to  most  capitalist 
countries,  Soviet  Russia  estimates  a  reserve  balance  of 
£150  millions  at  the  end  of  1931,  as  compared  with  £53 
millions  last  year. 

In  the  Soviet  Union  all  industry  is  state-owned,  and  in 
1931  an  expenditure  of  £1,534  millions  is  estimated  on  the 
expansion,  equipment  and  development  of  industry  and 
agriculture.  This,  in  contrast  with  the  breakdown  and  dis¬ 
organisation  of  capitalist  industry,  is  an  increase  of  £910 
millions  on  the  previous  year. 

There  is  no  cutting  down  of  social  services  in  Soviet 
Russia.  On  the  contrary,  this  year  (1931)  £129  millions  are 
being  spent  on  social  and  cultural  work  (education,  health, 
labour  protection)  as  against  £89  millions  last  year. 

But  whilst  the  Soviet  spends  so  much  more  money  on 
improving  living  conditions  in  the  country  and  in  building 
up  industry,  the  army,  navy  and  police  do  not  get  a  pro¬ 
portionate  increase  in  allocation. 
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For  example,  the  single  item  of  education  gets  50%  more 
this  year  than  last,  promotion  of  industry  gets  68%  more. 

But  the  military  and  police  forces  get  only  a  meagre  5% 
more! 


HEALTH  UNDER  THE  SOYIETS. 

General  death-rate  in  Moscow:  1918 — 23  per  thousand. 

1926—13 

Infant  death-rate  in  Moscow:  1913 — 27  per  cent. 

1928-9—12 

Allocations  towards  Health  services  in  the  Soviet  State 
budgets  (excluding  local  expenditure)  : — 

1927- 8  ...  695  million  roubles  (£69  millions) 

1928- 9  ...  913  ,,  (£91  ,,  ) 

1931  ...  2,200  ,,  (£220  ,:  ) 


EDUCATION  UNDER  SOCIALISM. 

Contrast  these  allocations  for  education  in  the  recent 
Soviet  State  budgets  with  the  “  economy  ”  cuts  of  capitalist 
Britain : — 

1924-5  ...  132  million  roubles  (about  £13i|  millions) 

1926-7  ...  213  ,,  (  ,,  £21  ,,  ) 

1929-30  ...  573  „  (  ,,  £57  ,,  ) 


(These  figures  exclude  local  and  republican  grants, 
which  have  increased  correspondingly.) 


How  the  Workers  run  their  Industry 


UNEMPLOYMENT  IN  THE  SOVIET  UNION. 


1924-5 

1926-7 


848,000 

1,353,000 

500,000 

Nil 


1930  (August) 

1931 


IN  THE  SOVIET  UNION,  WAGES  GO  UP. 

Wage  standards  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  not  strictly 
comparable  with  other  countries  or  with  pre-revolutionary 
Eussia,  for  various  reasons.  To-day,  Eussian  workers 
receive  benefits  in  addition  to  wages.  For  example,  they 
pay  no  more  than  10%  of  their  income  for  rent,  which  goes 
to  the  local  Soviet  instead  of  to  private  landlords.  Again, 
social  insurance  is  free  in  the  Soviet  Union,  and  contribu¬ 
tions -are  not  thereby  deducted  from  the  wage  figures  given. 

The  International  Labour  Office,  taking  the  index  figure 
of  100  as  representing  the  real  wages  of  British  workers 
between  1905-09,  gives  the  Eussian  figure  as  34  for  that 
period.  According  to  the  same  authority,  this  figure  had 
risen  by  over  50%  in  real  wages  by  the  spring  of  1918. 

Since  then  wages  have  gone  up  considerably. 

For  instance,  contrast  the  following  announcement  with 
the  kind  of  wage  announcement  that  British  workers  are 
getting  used  to:' — 

On  September  20th,  1931,  the  Soviet  Supreme  Economic 
Council,  conjointly  with  the  Central  Council  of  Trade 
Unions,  adopted  a  resolution  substantially  increasing  wages 
in  the  coal  and  metal  industries. 
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In  the  iron  and  steel  industries,  wages  of  the  most  skilled 
workers  have  raised  from  the  previous  level  of  13/-  and  14/6 
per  day  to  26/-  per  day — an  increase  of  100 %  ! 

Even  the  first  grade  of  unskilled  workers  (mostly  youths 
entering  industry)  have  their  wages'  raised  from  an  average 
of  5/-  and  5/9  per  day  to  7/6  per  day — a  50%  increase  ! 

In  the  mining  industry  (which  under  Tsardom  was  run 
on  primitive  lines),  the  total  sum  set  aside  for  wages  is 
increased  by  a  third,  half  of  this  being  for  the  raising  of  the 
basic  wage.  Underground  workers  will  get  from  8/8  to  14/6 
per  day,  according  to  degree  of  skill,  with  no  off-takes,  and 
for  a  six-hour  day. 

Remember,  Soviet  workers  don’t  know  “  short  time.” 
In  fact,  there  is  a  shortage  of  labour. 

Contrast  these  with  conditions  in  capitalist  industry  ! 
INDICATORS  OF  NATIONAL  ECONOMY. 


Population  (in  millions) . 

1913. 

1929-30. 

Town 

25 

30 

Country 

114 

139 

128 

158 

Labour. 

Average  number  of  salaried 

1913 

1925-6 

1931 

(estimated) 

workers  (in  thousands) 

Index  of  real  monthly  wages  in 

11,200 

9,808 

16,300 

(1929) 

heavy  industries  ...  (index)  100 
National  income  (in  million  pre- 

106 

154 

war  £s)  ...  ... 

£1,400 

£1,330 

£2,950 

Production. 

Electricity  (in  million  kw  hours) 

1,945 

3,240 

12,700 

Coal  (million  tons) 

28 

24 

83 
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Oil 

1913 

1925-6 

1931 

(estimated) 

9 

8 

27 

Iron  ore  , , 

9 

3 

16 

Pig  iron  ,, 

4 

2 

8 

Steel  ,, 

Agricultural  machinery  (pre-war 

4 

2 

8 

£)  . 

£67 

£69 

— 

Woollen  goods  (million  metres) 

95 

63 

125 

Cotton  cloth  ,, 

Transport. 

2,275 

1,981 

2,835 

Length  of  railway  lines  in  use 

(thousand  km) 

Railway  goods  traffic  (million 

58 

74 

81 

ton-km) 

Railway  passenger  traffic  (million 

65,700 

— 

186,000 

passenger-km) 

25,200 

— 

68,000 

Agriculture. 

Total  sown  area  (million  acres) 

282 

262 

353 

Area  under  grain  , , 

253 

213 

275 

Dairy  products  (million  tons  )... 
Total  agricultural  production 

24 

28 

— 

(milllion  pre-war  £) 

£1,020 

— 

£1,310 

(estimated) 

DOES  SOVIET  INDUSTRY  PAY  UNDER  WORKERS’ 
CONTROL? 

In  Soviet  Russia  the  proceeds  of  industry  go  mainly  to 
the  state,  the  rest  being  retained  for  local  purposes.  These 
proceeds,  in  turn,  go.  back  to  industry  for  development 
purposes  and  to  social  services,  etc. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  Soviet  State  budget  in  1931  is 
estimated  at  £2,177  millions  (21,774  million  roubles),  being 
£671  millions  over  last  year. 

Taxation  (from  cultural  tax,  customs,  agricultural  and 
business  turnover  tax)  the  Soviet  in  1931  will  get  £1,084 
millions,  or  £344  millions  more  than  1930. 
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State  enterprises  (industrial,  agricultural,  foreign  trade, 
banks,  etc.)  will  this  year  provide  £91  millions  more  than 
1930 — and  there  are  no  parasites  in  Russia :  it  will  all  go  to 
the  community,  through  the  State! 


CONSUMERS’  CO-OPERATIYES. 

Co-operation  is  the  lifeblood  of  Communist  Eussia.  The 
Co-operative  movement  controls  95%  of  the  retail  trade  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Fifty-five  millions,  or  61%  of  the  adult  population  of 
Soviet  Eussia,  are  members  of  the  Consumers’  Co-opera¬ 
tives.  In  1930  the  membership  was  37  millions. 

In  1929  the  Consumers’  Co-operatives  owned  94,144 
shops  and  trading  centres.  To-day  (1931)  they  own  158,930. 


How  do  the  Workers  Live? 


HOW  DO  THE  WORKERS  LIVE? 

Is  there  Starvation? 

As  a  result  of  the  Press  campaign  against  Russian 
timber,  which  was  alleged  to  be  cut  by  forced  and  starved 
labour,  a  delegation  of  the  Timber  Trades  Federation 
(employers)  visited  the  Soviet  timber  areas  to  investigate 
conditions  on  the  spot.  They  have  just  reported  (“  Timber 
and  Plywood,”  September  19th),  and  this  is  one  of  the 
things  they  noticed: — 

“The  workmen  are  in  excellent  condition,  look 
cheerful  and  contented.  The  rates  are  on  a  piecework 
basis  and  the  average  is  8  to  9  roubles  (16  to  18  shillings) 
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per  day.  Overtime  is  discouraged,  but  where  it  is  agreed 
to  be  essential,  time  and  a  half  is  paid  for  the  first  tivo 

hours  and  double  time  after  that . Workers  in 

factories  work  fo  four  days  with  one  day  off. 

“  Our  independent  inquiries  and  observations 
convince  us  that  labour  conditions  are  excellent  and 
that  the  rates  of  remuneration  agreed  with  the  unions 
are  satisfactory  to  the  workmen.  We  saw  Eed  Cross 

huts,  rest  rooms  and  large  dining  rooms . The 

most  careful  inquiries  failed  to  disclose  anything  like 
forced  labour  now  or  at  any  time. 


Three  Course  Meal — 9d. ! 

We  paid  a  visit  to  a  restaurant  on  the  docks  for 
the  use  of  workers.  It  was  a  large  airy  room  seating 
500.  A  three  course  meal  is  provided  for  35  kopecks 

(about  9d.) . We  noted  the  people  were  well 

dressed,  the  children  well  cared  for,  clean  and  sturdy.” 

Recently  a  party  of  English  scientists  visited  the  Soviet 
Union.  Hearing  tales  of  food  shortage,  they  took  with  them 
slabs  of  chocolate,  tins  of  sardines,  etc.  According  to  the 
“  Manchester  Guardian  ”  (August  19th,  1931)  Scientific 
correspondent,  these  scientists  were  amazed  to  see  how 
different  were  actual  conditions  from  those  painted.  They 
blamed  this  on  to  “  British  sources  of  information  ”  ! 


MORE  BREAD  THAN  UNDER  TSARDOM. 

The  average  annual  harvest  of  grain  in  Russia  was 
57  million  tons  between  1910  and  1914.  Yet  her  exports 
averaged  19  million  tons. 

In  1929-30  the  year’s  Soviet  crop  was  88  million  tons. 
But  Soviet  grain  exports  were  only  14  million  tons. 

In  other  words,  Soviet  Russia  retains  36  million  tons 
more  than  did  Tsarist  Russia  for  internal  consumption. 

So  much  for  “  dumping  ”  and  “  bread  famine  ”  lies. 
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LOOKING  AFTER  THE  AGED  AND  SICK. 

Soviet  Russia  does  not  economise  at  the  expense  of  the 
aged  and  sick.  The  Workers’  Government  considers  them 
among  the  first  charges  of  industry. 

The  Code  of  Labour  Laws  (the  applied  Charter  of  the 
Workers)  makes  social  insurance  compulsory  upon  all 
workers,  but  non-contributory.  Social  insurance  includes 
(apart  from  unemployment  pay,  which  does  not  operate  with 
the  abolition  of  unemployment)  : — 

1.  Medical  help. 

2.  Temporary  incapacity  relief  (sickness,  injury, 
childbirth,  etc.). 

3.  Permanent  disablement  relief. 

4.  Assistance  for  dependents  of  deceased  bread¬ 
winner. 

A  full  pension  for  disabled  workers  (including  aged 
workers)  is  two-thirds  of  their  actual  earnings. 

The  families  of  deceased  breadwinners  receive  up  to 
two-thirds  of  wages,  according  to  size  of  family  and  other 
circumstances. 

Expectant  mothers  are  given  from  one  to  two  months’ 
leave  of  absence  (if  working)  before  and  after  childbirth, 
and  an  allowance  of  from  10  to  16  roubles  (£1  to  £1  12s.) 
monthly. 

In  1925-6,  £72  millions  were  spent  on  social  insurance 
by  the  State.  In  1928-9  this  had  increased  to  £116  millions. 


MOSCOW’S  LOW  DEATH-RATE. 

Before  the  Revolution,  Moscow’s  death-rate  ranked 
with  the  highest.  Look  at  these  figures  of  1929:- — 


Births  per 

Deaths  per 

Natural 

1,000. 

1,000. 

increase. 

Moscow  . . 

21.7 

12.9 

8.8 

London  . . 

15.7 

13.8 

1.9 

Paris 

14.8 

15.1 

0-3(decrease) 

Berlin 

9.6 

12.1 

2.5 

IS  BUTTER  15/-  PER  LB.? 

It  is  the  common  tale  of  anti-Soviet  travellers  to  Russia 
that  they  found  butter  at  15/-  per  lb.,  and  so  on. 

In  Russia  to-day,  95%  of  the  retail  trade  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  and  Co-operatives,  who  sell  foodstuffs  and  other 
commodities  at  fixed  prices.  The  remaining  5%  of  the  trade 
remains  in  the  hands  of  private  traders,  who  sell  their  food¬ 
stuffs  mainly  at  railway  stations  to  innocent  travellers. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Perkins,  of  Manchester,  writing  in  the 
Christian  World,”  gives  the  following  examples  of  com¬ 
parative  food  prices  in  Soviet  Russia: — 

Eggs:  l|d.  each  in  the  Co-ops;  7d.  in  the  private 
market.  Butter:  1/11  per  lb.  in  the  Co-ops;  18/-  in  the 
private  market. 

Russian  workers  get  95%  of  their  needs  from  the 
Co-ops;  the  private  traders  (5%)  deal  mainly  with  foreign 
visitors  who  say  they  prefer  private  enterprise! 

FIGHT  AGAINST  ILLITERACY. 

In  1920  there  were  still  585  out  of  every  1,000  persons 
unable  to  read  or  write. 

In  1926  this  number  of  illiterates  was  reduced  to 
438  per  1,000. 

In  1930  there  were  only  200  illiterates  per  1,000. 


Soviet — War  and  Peace. 

SOVIET  ARMAMENTS. 

The  Soviet  Government  mantains  an  army,  navy  and 
air  force  as  a  means  of  defence  against  foreign  capitalist 
aggression  such  as  it  experienced  during  the  Allied  inter¬ 
vention  1919-21.  The  anti-Soviet  charge  that  the  Red 
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Army  is  intended  for  an  aggressive  war  against  the  rest 
-of  the  world  is  exposed  as  a  lie  by  the  following  facts:  — 

The  total  population  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  160  millions. 
The  total  strength  of  the  Eed  Army  is  563,000  (as  against 
1,500,000  in  the  Tsarist  Army.  This  means  there  are 
lour  soldiers  in  every  thousand  inhabitants. 

Britain  has  four  and  a  half,  Italy  six,  France  sixteen 
per  thousand. 

The  number  of  soldiers  per  square  kilometre  in  Soviet 
Russia  is  13 ;  in  Britain  80 ;  in  France  120. 

The  frontier  of  Soviet  Russia  is  20  times  longer  than 
France’s,  yet  the  Red  Army  is  100,000  less  than  the  French. 

These  are  League  of  Nations  figures. 


IS  THE  SOVIET  A  MENACE  TO  PEACE? 

Baldwin,  at  the  Albert  Hall  “Disarmament  ’’  demon¬ 
stration,  and  other  politicians  elsewhere,  have  said  that 
Russia  will  present  a  “  difficult  problem  ’’  at  the  next 
Disarmament  Conference.  Why?  Because  she  has  the 
nasty  habit  of  proposing  disarmament. 

On  November  8th,  1917,  the  day  after  capture  of  power, 
the  Petersburg  (Leningrad)  wireless  station  sent  out  a  call 
for  general  cessation  of  hostilities,  without  annexation  or 
reparations.  It  was  ignored. 

But  Winston  Churchill  in  his  “  World  Crisis  ”  admits 
that  the  war  could  have  ended  at  this  point  ( and  saved  a 
million  lived). 

On  June  22nd,  1922,  the  Soviet  Government  proposed 
a  peace  pact,  to  be  followed  by  disarmament,  with  her 
neighbours,  Poland,  Finland,  Esthonia,  etc. 

The  proposal  was1  rejected. 

In  November,  1927,  the  Soviet  representatives  at  the 
Geneva  Disarmament  Conference  proposed,  first,  complete 
disarmament.  But  this  was  turned  down.  The  Soviet  then 
proposed  partial  disarmament.  This  was  also  turned  down. 
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IS  THERE  DANGER  OF  WAR  AGAINST  SOYIET? 


Between  1917  and  1921  foreign  capitalist  armies  and 
ex-Tsarist  “  White  ”  troops  (subsidised  £100,000,000  by 
Britain)  tried  to  overthrow  the  Soviet  Government.; 

In  Britain  alone  anti- Soviet  elements  have  run  regular 
campaigns  of  hate  against  Russia  based  on  lies  such  as 
accompany  actual  war  or  the  preparation  of  war  feeling. 

Poland,  a  country  made  up  of  scraps  of  “  defeated  ” 
countries  after  the  war  for  the  purpose,  as  Clemenceau  and 
Austen  Chamberlain  said,  of  creating  a  “  cordon  sanitaire  ” 
against  Bolshevism,  maintains  the  biggest  army  in  the 
world  in  proportion  to  her  population. 

Poland  has  a  military  pact  with  Prance,  and  also  with 
Rumania,  specifically  mentioning  the  Soviet  Union  as  a 
prospective  “  enemy.”  Last  year,  the  French  firm  of 
Schneider-Creusot  loaned  Poland  £8  millions  on  condition 
that  she  spent  it  on  armaments. 

During  the  six  years  1923-29,  Britain,  France,  Italy 
and  Czecho- Slovakia  sent  to  Poland:  2,800  airplanes, 
1,800  guns,  million  and  a  half  shells,  four  million  rounds 
of  ammunition. 

Rumania,  which  is  not  a  naval  power,  recently  began 
the  construction,  under  the  supervision  of  the  British 
Admiral  Henderson,  of  a  big  naval-military  base  at 
Constanza,  in  the  Black  Sea,  within  operating  distance  of 
the  Russian  coast. 

In  Paris,  the  ex-Tsarist  General  Millar  maintains  an 
armed  organisation '  of  “  White  ”  troops,  who  maintain  a 
military  academy  and  are  allowed  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  to  parade  openly. 

The  recent  trial  of  wreckers  in  Moscow  disclosed  the 
existence  within  Russia  of  a  conspiracy  to  weaken  the 
Soviet’s  defensive  power,  subsidised  by  foreign  capitalists. 
Bernard  Shaw,  at  Welwyn  in  August,  declared  that  the  guilt 
of  these  conspirators  had  been  proved. 
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IN  ENGLAND 

- UNEMPLOYMENT  INCREASING 

- CONDITIONS  WORSENING 

- WAGES  CUT  !  ! 

IN  U.S.S.R. 

- WAGES  INCREASING 

- CONDITIONS  IMPROVING 

- UNEMPLOYMENT  GONE ! ! 

The  Soviet  Union 

belongs  to  the  Workers  and  is  run  by  the 
Workers  for  the  Workers. 


If  you  want  to  know  more  about  the  U.S.S.R. — 

If  you  want  to  help  the  U.S.S.R. — 

JOIN  THE 

Friends  of  the  Soviet  Union 


Detach  this  form  and  send  to — 

7,  JOHN  STREET,  THEOBALD’S  ROAD,  LONDON,  W.C.l 

Name  and  Address . . 


Subscription  enclosed _ _ (ij-  min.)  Date. 
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See  the  latest  news  from  the 
Soviet  Union  in  PICTURES! 


“Russia  To-day” 

The  only  PICTORIAL 
Working  Class  Paper 

TWOPENCE - MONTHLY 

(1/8  per  do z.) 


Authentic  facts,  latest  news,  topical  and 
interesting  features,  answers  to  lies. 


Please  send  me .  .  copijjies  of  “  Russia 

To-day I  enclose .  . 

Name  and  Address . . / . 

To  “  RUSSIA  TO-DAY,”  7,  John  Street,  London,  W.C.l 
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“U.S.S.R.  IN 
CONSTRUCTION 

c Actual  and  Artistic  "Photographs 
of  the  3\Cew  Pjissia 

Each  number  treats  a  different 
industry 

12  ISSUES  PER  ANNUM 

2/-  each 

1/3  to  working  class  organisations 


“  Moscow  News  ” 

The  English  newspaper  published  for 
foreign  residents  in  the  Soviet  Union 

12/-  per  annum  7/-  six  months 

From  F.S.U.,  7,  John  Street,  London,  W.C.l 
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See  the  latest  news  from  the 
Soviet  Union  in  PICTURES! 


“ Russia  To-day” 

The  only  PICTORIAL 
Working  Class  Paper 

TWOPENCE - MONTHLY 

(1/8  per  do z.) 


Authentic  facts,  latest  news,  topical  and 
interesting  features,  answers  to  lies. 

Please  send  me .  copyjies  of  “  Russia 

To-day I  enclose . 

Name  and  Address . . 


To  “RUSSIA  TO-DAY,”  7,  John  Street,  London,  W.C.l 
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“U.S.S.R.  IN 
CONSTRUCTION 


c Actual  and  Artistic  "Photographs 
of  the  3\Cew  Pjissia 

Each  v 


1/3 
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0172047a  MAIN 


THE  FIGHT  IS  HERE! 

Every  other  issue  is  torn  asunder  by  the 
ever- deepening  reality  of  the  CRISIS 
OF  CAPITALISM,  and  the  consequent 
sharpening  class  struggle.  The  great 

“  EITHER — OR,” 

THE  FIGHT  FOR  EXISTENCE 

of  the  Bourgeoisie  and  Working  Class  in 
the  death  agonies  of  British  Capitalism, 
advances  to  a  new  and  grimmer  stage. 
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